
Femoral Pulse 
 
 
 

 
Welcome back to semester and welcome to a 
new femoral pulse. The second half of the year 
will be exciting as new features are brought 
into femoral pulse for you. I like to think that 
femoral pulse represents the voice of the 
people and would therefore like to start by 
calling on vet students to make a contribution 
to your magazine. What are you up to? What is 
it about this course that makes you study for 
100 hour marathons fuelled by cans of mother 
and jelly beans? Femoral pulse needs to hear 
the voices of all vet students. If you have any 
ideas or articles of interest please feel free to 
end them my way. s

 
Keep an eye out for upcoming events by 
reading the femoral pulse. We will endeavor to 
cover Vet events and give insights into the 
other side of being a vet student (the one other 
that study).  
 
 
Riddle for the month – the first correct 
submission will receive a prize. Answers 
hould be sent to s bennymielke@hotmail.com

 
What spends the entire day walking around 
on its head and keeps in all the good luck? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The blue whale can produce sounds up to 188 
decibels. This is the largest sound produced by any 
animal and can be heard 850 km away 
 
Mel Blanc (the voice of bugs bunny) was allergic to 
carrots 
 
Serotonin is the hormone responsible for swarming 
of locusts. The swarming behaviour causes the 
insects to seek out others and move as one. Any 
stragglers are quickly eaten by their fellow 
travellers. It is also the hormone produced when 
ravers take the drug ecstasy. 

In this edition of Femoral Pulse: 
‐ Medicine in History – the Stethoscope 
‐ Case Report – the dog who ate too much 
‐ Horse week – is it a week of hell? Femoral 

pulse gives a firsthand insight and sets out 
to dispel and prove many myths 

‐ Kendall Hall sport 
‐ The Practical Farmer with Marcus 

Verstraelen 
‐ A note from El Presidente  
‐ The new BAG committee 
‐ White Coat Ceremony 
Upcoming Events: 
AVA VSSV Vet dinner – 7th August 
Norbrook Cattle Dinner – 28th August 
 
Stay tuned for – “on the couch with the boys”, 
To cut or not to cut – a practical approach 
and much, much more. 
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A note from El Presidente 
 
Welcome back everyone for Semester 2! Congratulations for getting through all the torturous exams, and 

surviving our “holidays” without killing one of the many people who ask you 
what you will be doing in your “time-off.” I for one am really excited to get this 
semester underway. Not only will I finally be doing some work in the clinics, but 
I am really looking forward to beginning my work as the VSSV president for 
2009/2010.  
I just want to take this opportunity to thank Ben Kaye, and the previous 
committee for all their hard work. They all worked really hard to make sure 
VSSV members got true value for their money, and made some difficult but 
necessary changes to continue the success of the VSSV. 
The new 2009/2010 committee is full of potential and bold ideas, so you can 
all expect more changes and even greater benefits over the next year. Within 
the next couple of weeks I will be getting a questionnaire out which will allow 
you all the opportunity to let me know what you thought about your time as a 

VSSV member so far. We will be striving to keep members content but we can only do this if we hear your 
feedback, so I ask you to be honest and take the time to fill it out. We are a new committee and although we 
may not be able to change faults of the past, we can assure you that we will be doing everything possible to 
make sure the VSSV continues to move forward. Both positive and negative feedback is welcome (but be 
kind!). 
You can expect to be hearing from me and my new committee very soon, in the first couple of weeks alone 
there will be the Vet Dinner at the aquarium and a clean out garage sale of VSSV merchandise (at both 
Parkville and Werribee Campuses). 
Please feel free to contact me at anytime on jessica.ierardo@me.com or vssvwerribee@gmail.com I will always 
endeavor to respond to your concerns, or am simple happy to answer questions, or perhaps point you in the 
right direction to find out useful information. 
Good luck for Semester 2, and I look forward to getting to know as many of you as possible! 
Jessica Ierardo - VSSV President
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 Kendall hall sport 
Kendall Hall Football is underway in a big way this semester and Femoral pulse is excited to present the 
new and improved Kendall Football Jumper. The girls and the boys have all shown considerable 
improvement over the last semester during training and are looking set for a fantastic season. Come down 
and show your support if you are free – games are on the weekend - starting 2/8/09 (keep your ears 
peeled for more information. 
The Kendall girls are also setting up for a thriller of a netball season. Captained by Sarah Thorpe the team 
will be a force to be reckoned with and should put in some very strong performances.  
Remember – Kendall Colts and Fillies – “we might not be as big as stallions but we are still pretty big!” 
 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1113586&id=617246916
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=30437641&id=1239401110
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=829594201&pid=2683599&id=728206659
mailto:jessica.ierardo@me.com
mailto:vssvwerribee@gmail.com
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The Practical Farmer with Marcus* 
 

A Dummies Guide to Farmyard Vehicles 
While it is stated by the university that insurance does 

not cover students who are injured on quad bikes or 
tractors, and as such students should avoid riding on these 
vehicles, it is often unavoidable, and everybody does it.  
And besides, with a bit of common sense, its fun and you’re 
hard pressed to get hurt...badly.  

 
 
Motorbikes For Dummies: 
Motorbikes are very similar to quad bikes, but require better balance, and often both 
hands.  The left hand lever is a clutch which must be depressed when you are shifting gears 
with your left foot using the lever in front of the foot peg.  1st gear is the lowest, then half a 
click up will be neutral, then up again will be 2nd then 3rd then 4th and maybe 5th or even 
6th.  There is no reverse, don’t ask for one, this is an embarrassing question.  Walk it 
backwards.  The lever on the right handle bar is the front brake, and the lever on the right 
in front of the foot peg is the back brake.  The front brake works much better than the back 
brake at stopping the bike.  Ease the brakes on, as opposed to slamming them on, 
because bikes are lighter than cars, they are more prone to skidding.  You don’t have to 
have a motorbike in neutral to start it, but if it is in gear (there is no green light) you should 
squeeze the clutch lever (left hand) otherwise it will stall straight away. 
Lean the bike into corners to turn, don’t turn the handle bars, this won’t work.  Don’t go too 
fast around corners, it’s fun, but it can slide out from under you, or it can shoot straight 
through the corner and you end up in the scrub or a fence.  Take your time to get the feel 
before you go fanging around the back paddock.  But make sure you do go for a fang 
around, its bloody awesome.  If you’re downwind from the farm house they’re less likely to 
hear their 20 year old 2 stroke farm bike screaming for another gear. 
They are less likely to flip like quad bikes because you use your balance to maintain the 
bike upright at all times, so even riding along steep slopes it won’t flip or roll.  But if it is steep 
enough it may slide out from under you, which is no big deal, but again make sure you get 
your body away from the bike, they’re a couple of hundred kilos of hard metal and can 
hurt you if they end up on top of you. 
Helmets…you should wear one.  They’re not always available, so if you aren’t wearing one, 
drive like a grandma, or at least make sure you have your will and testament finalised and 
are happy with how you’ve lead your life.  Don’t fang around too much without a helmet 
on, the more you do, the more confident you will become until you stack it.  Which will 
happen, we want to hear cool stories of stacks, but would rather not see nasty injuries, or 
attend funerals. 
 
*Femoral Pulse and the University of Melbourne do not endorse any of the views expressed 
in the article above. Rules regarding work placement activities should be strictly followed.  

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=8&view=global&subj=541824622&pid=1539279&id=639352882


Femoral Pulse | Edition 11 –  25/7/2009 Page | 4 

 



Medicine in History 
The origin of the stethoscope: 
The stethoscope is an invaluable tool for any veterinarian. But did you know that the 
stethoscope was invented in the 1800s by a man named René Théophile Hyacinthe Laënnec 
(1781-1826). 
He was born in Quimper, Brittany and began his 
medical career by assisting his uncle, a 
physician in Nantes. It is thought that his 
invention was inspired after Laënnec observed 
two children playing with a log of wood, one 
tapping it while the other listened by holding his 
ear against the sawn end. Laënnec rolled 
paper into a cylinder and placing it against a 
patient’s chest discovered that he could hear 
the “hearts action”. Although auscultation by 
directly placing the ear against the chest had 
been known since before the time of Hippocrates, Laënnec’s invention, a “cyclinder of 
wood an inch and a half in diameter and a foot long, perforated by a bore three lines wide 
and hollowed into a funnel shape at one of its extremities” allowed description of many 
diseases of the lungs and heart. Ironically, Laënnec died at the age of forty five of 
pulmonary tuberculosis, a disease which his invention helped to described. (“AHistory of 
Medicine”, Douglas Guthrie, Thomas Nelson and Sons Ltd, London, 1958) 
 
 

Case Report 
One thing that femoral pulse will try to bring to students is the chance to have case reports 
published in each edition of femoral pulse. So have you had any interesting cases leap out at you 
and grab your attention saying “hey you! I think i’m pretty interesting... write about me”. If you have 
then once again contact me and get it down on paper. And i need to stress we want to hear 
anything and everything.  
 
10 year old female spayed Labrador  
Hx: Dog ate up to 40 x 100mg Rimadyl chewables having broken into the pantry (ignoring the loaf 
of bread, open dog food and biscuits) and chewing through the bottle. 
Rimadyl is a chewable carprofen (NSAID) tablet that is often used in the control and treatment of 
osteoarthritis and post-surgical pain. The chewable form comes in liver flavour to ease treatment 
for the owner and veterinarian and also to entice hungry Labradors to eat excessive and toxic 
amounts. The normal recommended dose is 4.4 mg/kg/day but this dog decided that it would up 
that to 130 mg/kg, which is not highly recommended. 
 
Tx: NSAIDs prevent the production of inflammatory mediators such as prostaglandin (PG) by 
selective inhibition of cyclooxygenase. Although PG is involved in inflammation, it also plays an 
important role in normal homeostatis, ensuring constant renal perfusion and in prevention of self-
digestion (increases mucous secretions from stomach). Treatment is aimed at preventing gastric 
ulceration and maintaining renal blood flow. 
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THE BAG COMMITTEE for 2009/10:

       President              Secretary       Treasurer 
Melissa Westhead          Kylie Telford                Marcus Verstraelen       Denia Ford                   Peter Bradbrook          Ben Mielke 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Anna Curry                    Tom Gilheany                  Lauren del Rio 
 
THINGS TO LOOK OUT FOR: 
 

THE ANNUAL NORBROOK CATTLE DINNER 2009 
When: August 28th 
Where: Kendall Hall 
What to expect: Great night, filled with lots of food, drinks, interesting speakers and stories. Great opportunity to meet 
and talk to vets with cattle experience. 
Tickets: $35 VSSV, $25 Kendall Hall residents, $45 non VSSV. 
 

B.A.G MERCHANDISE 
Already this year the Bovine appreciation group has been selling merchandise. Beanies are now available for $8.00 each; 
black, woolen beanies with the BAG logo on the front. See any of the committee throughout the year if you want to buy 
one. Waterproof vests were available earlier in the year and are great when working with large animals on placement 
and will last for many years into your working career. We will be selling them again at the start of next year. 
 

THANK YOU 
A big thank you to last year’s BAG committee especially Renee Nesser who did an awesome job as BAG president. We 
hope we can keep up your great work. 
 

OTHER BAG STUFF 
The committee will also try and organize other events, excursions and merchandise throughout the year that you 
budding cattle vets may find helpful. So stay tuned, updates will be posted on the Bovine Appreciation Group on 
facebook (so make sure you join) and on the notice boards. If you have any ideas or suggestions feel free to let any of us 
know.  
~ Melissa Westhead 
BAG President 
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Straight from the horse’s mouth: Horse week 
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In the final two years of 
veterinary science every 
student is required to 
complete compulsory 
rotation work. Of the 17 
weeks that must be 
completed during 
holidays, one is on 
equine rotation. In 
addition several weeks 
of day and night duty 

must also be completed during clinical 
rotation. Horse week has often been 
affectionately referred to as the “make it” 
or “break it” point in the veterinary course. 
It is not unheard of to see six-foot men 
running from the equine centre with tears 
streaming from their face to get a hug 
from mummy. Because of this, femoral 
pulse is here to dispel and confirm some of 
the many preconceptions about horse 
week. 
Myth 1: By the end of the week you will be 
completely exhausted  
True, but remember, as nutrigrain cereal 
ads always say – “you only get out what 
you put in”. This means that by the end of 
horse week you should have put in at least 
6 days work with 2-3 night shifts. Hopefully 
that equates to enough horse study to 
pass exams. 
Myth 2: You will eat your way through a 
small army 
True, working hard builds up a mean 
appetite. It is reported that one student 
went through 7 loaves of bread, 6 eggs, 4 
steaks, 7 chickens, a duck, 18L of milk, 24 
potatoes and a home-made lasagne just 
to make it through their night shift. 

Myth 3: the nurses will tear you apart 
False, the nurses at horse week are 
incredibly patient and willing to help if you 
ask for it. Just remember to set at least two 
alarms so that you wake up when you are 
supposed to be on night shift. Sleeping 
through the alarm is a bad excuse. 
Myth 4: You will receive a healthy dose of 
scatter radiation 
True and false 
Myth 5: Everyone should be kicked at least 
once during horse week 
False 
Myth 6: Sally Church is a walking legend 
True 
Myth 7: Lameness is easy, once you know 
how 
False, unless you have some profound 
ability to communicate with animals, 
lameness examination is actually quite 
difficult. It is however very rewarding when 
you get it right. 
Myth 8: Colic is a disease in horses caused 
by eating cut grass and can be cured with 
diet coke 
Myth 9: You will be caught thinking – “I wish 
I payed more attention in the lectures on 
the stay apparatus of the distal limb...” or “I 
wish I payed more attention to the lectures 
on equine sedation and anaesthesia” or “I 
wish I payed more attention to the lectures 
on common parasites of the horse” 
Myth 10: You will come out of it with a 
better understanding of life – definitely true 
– long nights alone in the causeway are 
known to be filled with self reflection and 
amusing conversation. It has been said 
that you may even start seeing and talking 
to things that aren’t even there 



 
 
I’d have to say my best memory of the farm I went to would be 
the dingoes. Most people have really bad impressions of them 
and so did I. I thought they’d be like savage and feral. 
Technically the ones in the wild are, but the 2 dingoes I met at 
the farm were vastly different. They were Keira and Waratah. 
They were both hand raised, hence they had a very 
affectionate nature. In my 2 weeks at the farm, I got bitten or 
scratched by just about every species possible, birds, cats, 
cattle, ponies, ferrets, rats guinea pigs and rabbits. But I was 
never harmed by the dingo, apart from some unwanted dingo 
saliva on my face. 
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Whenever we enter their enclosures they would bound towards 
us and sort of pounce on us, licking away at our faces. They 

were so docile that they could be hugged and cuddled like a soft toy, which I could see 
they enjoyed. It was such a joy to play with them. Everyday we’d take them for walks and let 
them release some of their energy. It’s the part of the day I look forward to the most and the 
dingoes loved it too. Apart from their sweet nature (towards humans) they also had a 
gorgeous coat. Both of them had the trademark reddish brown coat and the bushy tail. 
 
Despite their temperament, one must always remember the dingo blood that runs in them. 
They had to be kept separate as they had both come in heat and got into a fight. Keira tore 
her tendons and nearly lost a foot, while Waratah got some nasty scratches on her head. 
They also have that lust in them for livestock. Hence they had to be kept on a leash at all 
times outside their enclosure. 
 
Despite their innate feral nature, the dingo is still an animal of beauty and grace. Savage 
they may be, but the same can be said for feral dogs. They are capable of affection and 
love if given the right upbringing. I’ve come out of this farm placement with an entirely new 
perspective on dingoes. 
Zhan Pei Heng 



 

 
The second and now annual White Coat Ceremony was recently held at the Werribee racecourse. 
This event celebrates the “coming of age” of veterinary students as they enter into clinical rotations. 
The white coat presented to each student represents this important milestone in our education.  
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