
to get in contact with 

the AVA and after a 

couple of minor hitches 

(AVA membership or 

rather, the lack of one), 

I was able to get the 

ball rolling through the 

help of AVAõs Marcia 

Balzer (National Com-

munications Manager).  

While the finer details 

are being addressed 

and worked upon by the 

AVA, and with the help 

of a number of fellow 

Australasian veterinary 

students, I have put this 

newsletter together. 

Inside, you shall find 

articles from Masseyõs 

VLE orientation to the 

Murdoch chapter of the 

Veterinary Business 

Management Associa-

tion (VBMA). UQ has 

provided an article on 

ECOHealth which ties in 

quite well with the 

AVAõs next annual con-

ference in Darwin which 

aims to encourage the 

message of òOne World, 

One Healthó. And fi-

Welcome to the 1st issue 

of Goanna Tracks ñthe 

Australasian Newsletter 

for those of us studying 

within the Veterinary field. 

From Massey to Murdoch, 

from Vet students to Vet 

techies, this newsletter is 

one of many initiatives 

that seek to network the 

Veterinary Schools of Aus-

tralasia and create 

stronger ties with the pro-

fessional body.  

My name is Guy and I am 

a 2nd year Vet student at 

The University of Queen-

sland. This course has 

been a blast for the past 

year and a half and I canõt 

wait to see what the fu-

ture will hold come 

graduation day. While 

over in America for the 

American Veterinary Medi-

cine Association (AVMA)  

Veterinary Leadership 

Experience (VLE) program, 

I was able to witness a 

national student network 

in operation.   

Upon returning I was able 

nally, we have the Vet -a-

scopes from Melbourne Uni.  

I hope you enjoy this issue 

and please send in any sub-

missions, ideas or feedback 

on how we can make this a 

better experience.  

Cheers  

Guyan õGuyõ Weerasinghe 

guy@ruffpalpations.com  

Vet II  

The University of Queensland   

Welcome! 

Weõre on Facebook! 

Do a Facbook search of 

òAustralia and New Zea-

land Veterinary Student 

Groupó and join up. We 

have put together a se-

ries of forums, however 

need you all to contrib-

ute.  

I am also looking for 

other proactive stu-

dents around to help 

maintain the Facebook 

page. This includes 

managing the forums 

and setting monthly 

topics. Remember, this 

isnõt just one of those 

Facebook pages you 

join for the sake of say-

ing that you belong to 

the group. Itõs aim is to 

be a site for active dis-

cussion with the hope 

of taking our profession 

to the next step.  

Wanted: 

People to help run/

manage the Facebook 

group page. 

Assistant editors for 

Goanna Tracks (ie. Guy 

cannot do it all by him-

self) 

Submissions for Goanna 

Tracks 

Goanna Tracks: The 

Newsletter for Australasian 

Veterinary Students 

Goanna Tracks 
The Newsletter for Australasian Veterinary Students 

Newsletter Date: October 6, 2008 Volume 1, Issue 1 

Why call the newsletter 

Goanna Tracks?  

Check out this site  and learn 

about the man who first 

coined the phrase òThe Go-

anna Track to Successó. 

 

While I have never had the 

pleasure of meeting Dr. Hun-

gerford, I feel that his passion 

and vision continue in all of us 

students. We are now creating 

our own Goanna Track to   

Success! 
Image was supplied by 

Danara Blom (UQ) 

http://www.pgf.edu.au/about/oration.cfm


Faculty and first -year vet students at Massey University vet school in New Zealand, 

along with select guests from the veterinary community, were very lucky this year to 

participate in the first ever NZ VLE.  The event took place over three days, from Friday July 18 to Sunday July 20.  Once 

again, Hillõs Pet Nutrition sponsored the event, this time along with co-hosts New Zealand Veterinary Association 

(NZVA).  Our dynamic and gifted friends, Rick DeBowes and Kathy Ruby, kindly flew in from North America to lead the 

program and tell the stories that have already changed the perspectives of so many vet students and veterinary pro-

fessionals.  

 

The weekend began at Palmerston North Intermediate School, with a traditional Maori 

Haka Powhiri.  The Haka Powhiri is a welcome dance and chant executed by the Tangata 

Whenua (the hosts), in which the arrival of the Manuhiri (visitors) is likened to the safe arri-

val of a canoe, with its paddlers and passengers, to the shore. Click here  to hear a portion 

of a traditional Haka Powhiri. The voices of the Haka Powhiri symbolically represent the 

rope by which the visitors are pulled safely to the meeting place.  The Mihi Whakatau, an 

official welcome speech acknowledging those present at the gathering, then followed.  

Fridayõs schedule continued with several introductory presentations and activities 

(including the òI like people who é..ó paper plate exercise, and the òsee-how -many -scarves

-you -can-getó exercise).  Before anyone knew it, it was late 

afternoon.  So, it was time to board the buses headed for the weekend retreat at Highland 

Home Christian Camp in the beautiful Pohangina Valley.  

 

As is typical for New Zealand in July, there was a lot of rain on Friday, Saturday, and Sun-

day, but that did not dampen anyoneõs spirits!  Groups still got out on both Saturday and 

Sunday to go spelunking in the local caves (very muddy conditions not withstanding!) and 

anytime there was a break in the weather, groups got outside to participate in various 

activities, such as the òhelium stickó exercise. And, of course, there was karaoke! In fact, 

Saturday night was home to one of the best karaoke nights I have ever seen! Wow, there 

are some brave people in the first -year veterinary class at Massey: click here to see a video . [Editorõs note: Craig, once 

again mate, youõve stepped up to the plate and delivered in fine style]. 

 

 

Late Saturday night when I was preparing for bed, I reflected on the amazing change I had seen in the first -year stu-

dents in the space of just a couple of days.  On Friday, most of them were tentative and shy, hanging out in groups of 

one or maybe two, and clearly not quite sure of what they had gotten themselves into with the whole VLE thing.  By 

Saturday night, it was a whole different group of people.  They had come out of their shells and started to bond, 

hanging out in big groups, laughing and sharing stories, supporting one another, and talking the talk of VLE.  It was a 

wonderful transformation to witness.  

 

On Sunday, Kathy led the wrap -up presentations, reminding everyone of the things learned over the course of the 

weekend.  Big themes, as usual, included the concepts of servant leadership, emotional intelligence, paradigm shift-

ing, and the importance of maintaining balance in our lives.  Then it was time to board the busses and head back to 

Palmy for the start of classes on Monday.  

 

Over the next few weeks, I had the opportunity to watch the first -year students as they began their first semester as 

Massey vet students.  It thrilled me to see them confidently interacting with lecturers and upper classmen, hanging 

out in the vet foyer in big, friendly 

groups, and clearly feeling like they 

truly òbelongedó at the vet school.  

Those are all things that first and 

even second year vet students at 

Massey donõt necessarily doé.my 

class certainly did not.  It took us 

until third year to really bond as a 

class and to feel confident around 

the vet school.  Not so with the 2008 

first -year class.  We have many peo-

ple to thank for that wonderful 

change: the Massey faculty and Hillõs 

people who acted as facilitators, Rick 

and Kathy for their vibrant energy 

and wisdom, and certainly WSU, the 

NZVA, and Hillõs for making VLE in 

NZ possible.  So, from all of us, 

THANK YOU! 

Page 2 Goanna Tracks 

VLE 2008 ï Kiwi Style!  
Words by Melissa Goulet and Sherry Chiang  (Massey) with Pictures by Kate Stevens 

http://folksong.org.nz/toia_mai/toia_mai2.mp3
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5z3xjO90dGM


The Veterinary Business Management Association (VBMA) at Murdoch 

University is a student -run organization aimed to prepare students for 

the demands  and expectations placed on them as new graduates.   

The organisation is focused on increasing student awareness of the 

importance of effective communication, management of others, and 

the ability to manage oneself in the demanding veterinary environ-

ment. The VBMA is determined to ensure the long term professional 

status of the veterinary industry by investing in the development of 

todayõs students. 

The VBMA was originally founded by students in 2001 at the University of Pennsylvania as a stand -alone organization. 

Currently, every vet school in the United States has a VBMA chapter with a combined membership of over 2500 veteri-

nary students, and a national body which oversees and maintains communication between the individual chapters. In 

October 2007, students at Murdoch founded the first internationally recognised chapter of the VBMA. Since then, 

Ross University in St Kitts and the Royal Veterinary College in England have established their own VBMA chapters. Stu-

dents at Queensland University are also finalizing their constitution and documentation to start their own chapter 

later this year.  

Each VBMA chapter acts with a high level of autonomy from each other, the 

goal of the Murdoch VBMA is to increase graduate confidence and satisfaction 

through providing opportunities to strengthen the knowledge and awareness 

of skills critical to their future success. Basically, it aims to make better veteri-

nary graduates who are more prepared for life after vet school. This year the 

Murdoch VBMA held several events including lunchtime seminars, evening 

lectures and a two day conference which aimed to place students in small 

group workshops to practice skills needed for their first day as a new gradu-

ate.  Workshops included small animal palpation, here students were guided 

through the steps of a clinical exam by a Murdoch Veterinary hospital regis-

trar.  

Other workshops included suturing skills, where students worked on basic 

techniques and practiced different types of knot. These skills are not 

taught until fourth year but students at the conference relished the opportunity.  

The highlight of the conference was the clinical consulta-

tion workshop where students were guided through the 

consultation process by registrar Dr Melinda Bell. Students 

had plenty of opportunities throughout the workshop to 

practice consultations with a medical actress and her dog, 

participants received instant feedback and discussed their 

progress with Dr Bell and other students.  

The Murdoch VBMA has also held several seminars this year 

including;  

òManaging staff so they perform at their bestó, 

òDealing with difficult clientsó, òWhat employers look for in new graduatesó and òStress manage-

mentó. 

To find out more about the Murdoch VBMA including details of past and future events go to;  

www.MurdochVBMA.com  

For information on how to start your own VBMA chapter,  

contact Jarrad Chromow at; Jarrad.VET@gmail.com   

and check out the United States National VBMA site at; www.VBMA.biz   
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Murdoch University Veterinary Business Management Association  
By Jarrad Chromow (Murdoch)  

Founding Sponsor 

Students are keenly watching a fellow peer performing 

a consultation with a medical actress and her dog Zorro 

Professor Rick Reid from Small Animal Surgery helps students with their 

suturing in the Murdoch Anatomy Museum 

Registrar Deep Khosa demonstrates a clinical exam to workshop students 

http://www.MurdochVBMA.com
http://www.VBMA.biz


The veterinary student body has many among us with a respect for and understanding of our environment ð through 

previous life science degrees, from rural backgrounds or simply from widespread travel. Throughout the degree we 

learn zoonotic disease and public health principles, toxicology and pharmacology and we are taught to be keen ob-

servers of the environment and ecology in our study of pathology. As such, we are the perfect candidates for the 

emerging field of conservation health.  

 

In recent years, a growing number of professionals (including ecologists, medical and veterinary 

practitioners, microbiologists and geologists to name a few) have started working together. This 

collaborative movement, also known as conservation medicine, is seeking to describe and high-

light the ill -defined relationship between human, animal and environmental health. There is very 

convincing evidence that global warming, habitat fragmentation, degradation and loss of biodiver-

sity, toxic emissions and increased international movement of people and trade, may be contribut-

ing to increased incidences of newly emerging infectious disease, including zoonoses. Some well 

known examples include HIV, West Nile Virus, Nipah virus, Severe Acute Respiratory Virus (SARS) 

and H5N1 (Bird Flu). All have resulted in large social and economic instability.  

 

The US and Canada are currently pioneering the movement with establishment of the 

Consortium for Conservation Medicine (including Wildlife Trust, the Tufts Centre for 

Conservation Medicine, US Geological Survey, National Wildlife Health Centre and the 

Harvard Medical School Centre for Health and the Global Environment). This not -for 

profit organization is for advocacy and research. It also develops education and training 

programs for wide audiences including policy makers. The final aim is to find practical 

solutions to conservation medicine related problems across the globe.  Various universi-

ties (including veterinary and medical schools) have also included conservation medicine 

into there curriculum with the hope of producing òpeople who can bridge disciplines and 

create fertile links that we really need for tomorrowõs creative problem solvingó (Mark 

Pokras of Tufts University: http://www.tufts.edu/home/feature/?p=pokras  ). 

 

Australia and New Zealand have taken up the lead to some extent with Murdoch University in Perth offering 

the Master of Veterinary Studies in Conservation Medicine. Other institutions include John Mackenzie and 

his team at the centre for International Health, the Ecology of Emerging Infectious Disease unit of the Aus-

tralian Biosecurity CRC and The New Zealand Centre for Conservation Medicine. Exposure opportunities for 

undergraduate students are still limited in this part of the world but perhaps this is a pursuit for the future.  

 

If you are interested, a good place to start is òEcoHealthó www.ecohealth.net   ð the first journal dedicated to 

this emerging field. The following list of resources may also be helpful:  

 

Kock, MD  òWildlife, People, and Developmentó, Tropical Animal Health 

and Production, Vol.28, No.1, February1996.  
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Conservation Health ï  

There is a movement afoot 
By Eliza Smith (UQ) 

http://www.tufts.edu/home/feature/?p=pokras
http://www.ecohealth.net


The 49 th annual Australasian Veterinary Student Conference 2009 promises to be an 

exciting educational and fun experience for all veterinary students in the Australasian 
region. It is to be held at Murdoch University between Sunday 18 th January and Sunday 
25 th January 2009, incorporating daily workshops, lectures and hands Ȥon experience 

with fantastic opportunities you to meet future veterinarians from other universities 
around Australasia. We plan to encompass all aspects of Veterinary Medicine, including 
emergency medicine, holistic techniques, exotic pet handling, managing angry clients 

and much more. The AVSC 2009 will cover a wide species base including wildlife and 
exotic pets, while still involving small animals, production animals and recreational ani-

mals. Each day of the conference will comprise morning lectures, followed by afternoon 
workshops, with each evening activity giving conference participants a chance to wind 
down, let lose and get to know each other, and form connections within the Austral-

asian veterinary community.  
 
It is our hope that the AVSC 2009 will be a fun and informative, career Ȥenhancing ex-

perience for all students around the country.  
 

So keep your eyes and ears open - registration forms will be coming out very soon!!  
 

If you want more details feel free to email your queries to avsc09@hotmail.com  
. 
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Australasian Veterinary Student Conference 2009 

 

mailto:avsc09@hotmail.com
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Aries (March 21 -April 19)  

  

Letõs be brutally honest.  Maybe your friends don't want to know what bone connects 

to the humerus, or how  often you express your dog's anal sacs.  Just relax, its not your 

fault how you need constant apparent attentiveness from others in order to feel  worthy 

of attention  from others.  Speaking of attention, certain lunar energy this month will 

predispose you to back end attacks from your own kind - yes the Rams.   Being vigilant 

during  sheep related practicals  now can bring you great  satisfaction later. So two 

pieces of advice, shut your hole for a while, believe me, and watch the other   

  
Taurus (April 20 -May 20)  

  

The hot thing shining above will occupy areas of romance, children, creativity, and 

other pleasures of life. A new romance with a fiery individual may be on the line up or 

else your passion will vent itself out as a passionate crush towards a lecturer.   But 

whatever you do, don't start making puppies because they are very  hard to re home, 

unless they  come with wings and hypnotic abilities. Share your joy of life with others 

by donating to the RSPCA, or better still to your awesome vetascope writer., yours 

truly.     

 

 

Gemini (May 21 -June 21)  

  

 Your neighbors can smell your laundry hamper from their living room. You should probably 

pull  your  sheep cadaver  out of there before they call the cops.   But serious matters aside,  

home and family matters  will   be nagging you and laughing with you or at you. If moving is on 

the agenda, it'll give you the chance to meeting and live with other beings, including a goanna 

from the dream time. But whoever you end up with, it'll be for the best, at least for the time 

you all stay in the same house. Live can can take you around in circles and you will  end 

up  closer to home whichever way you go.  

  

 

Cancer (June 22 -July 22)  

  

Your  pet or close friend  needs to be told what youõre thinking. Thatõs the only way theyõll 

know what youõre thinking. Theyõre not psychicéare they?  Or maybe they are pretending 

not to know what you are thinking....lets just say communications will be confundling 

and sometimes, A trip out of town is   very likely without your pet/close friend  and can 

revitalise your soul and help you see things from outside the box.    Then you'll realize 

what a box head  are and that you are no smarter than a donkey.   Or perhaps...a donkey 

is only pretending to be dumb. The stars also recommend cancerians to build a zen gar-

den in a litterbox to cultivate harmony with the poo -goddess.    

  

 

Leo (July 23 -Aug 22)  

  

You have nothing to fear but fear itself. And the piranha swimming in your coffee.   This 

vegetarian piranha is predicting possible caffeine overdose from learning the inner 

structures of the head, or perhaps microbiology too.   Chill and try to prioritise your life 

and the list of 2 do's.   Some Leo's may be experiencing the emptiness of a lack of "want 

2 do's" thus loitering around, drowning in a sea of nothingness.   Ask yourself - what do 

i have to do?   write it on a piece of paper and for heaven's sake - DO IT!!  if its beyond 

your ability at the moment, then do something good.   Help that old lady cross the road 

or support the Australasian Veterinary Student Network (AVSN).    

  

Virgo (Aug 23 -Sept 22)  

Although you pride yourself on your superior sense of humour,   lately you are depleting the 

world's water supply with your horribly dry sense of humor in the dissection room. To save 

Melbourne's dams (currently at 30.1% full), please refrain from making sarcastic jokes about 

dead greyhounds.  Try letting others have a go and laugh with them, not at them.   Wearing 

colourful attire and dancing under the full moon may also help bring rain and try to keep 

your showers to under 5 minutes.   The world will be grateful for you soon and you may be 

in the running for Mr/s Vet student.   That'll show them!!  

 

 

Vet-A-Scopes 
Nadia Wong (words) and Heidi Bao (pictures) from Melbourne Uni 


